EIRIK HEGDAL

Dancing Critters

For string quartet



DANCING CRITTERS
Composed by Eirik Hegdal

Commissioned by Trondheim International Chamber Music Competition 2021.
Supported by The Norwegian Composers’ fund.
«BEHIND THE SCENES» of Dancing Critters
The beginning:
Floodlight.
When striving to find the contours in strong backlight.
Sometimes structures appears, then disappears again.
Upright (imaginary) creatures sneak in, protected by this intense light, so that the human
eye can not perceive.
Two perspectives:

« The human world (What is real?)
* The creatures' world (A fairytale world. Magical. Incomprehensible to humans.)

The middle part:

Scenes from «what is real or not». Imaginary, small or big, Critters are sneakin’ and dancin’
curiously around in a adventurous forrest.

In conclusion:

The creatures become unsure if they have been discovered, and quickly disappear back
into the intense light.

Comments to notated:

+ The dynamic range varies from pp to ff, and should mirror your minimum and maximum.

+ «Within arrows» <— —->: Sneak in (and out) soft whistling or singing or "sss". Within pitch or
almost in pitch or just a breathing sound. It should never be dominant.

Never mind the quality of your added sound, but make a nice blend with your notated note.
Sometimes add a slow vibrato. (Goes for both playing and singing/whisling..)

+ Open strings are preferred when possible. This goes especially for the repeating patterns (ex.
«Moving around») and for the «Springar» parts.

+ «Springar» is a Norwegian dance. This theme draws inspiration from Norwegian folk music
tradition, and the sound of the Hardanger fiddle (Hardingfele).

+ Just a small <heads up» for the quarter-tones. It appears in «Vivid & Powerful» (1st Violin) and in
the «Springar» parts (for all except Viola).

+ «Melodic»: A small phrase which should be played «out» with personality.

In general, and MOST important:
Add your unique talents and qualities into the music, and make it yours! :)
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Within arrows: Sneak in (and out) soft whistling or singing or "sss".
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