











PRIZE SPONSORS

TORSTEIN ERBO

Torstein Erbo’s Fund was established according to the will of Torstein
Erbo who died 17.01.1992 Torstein Erbo took over his uncle’s pioneering
fish and freezer business in 1948 and later became one of Trendelag’s
largest investors on the stock exchange. Torstein Erbo’s fund inherited
a valuable stock portfolio that was realized in the period 1992-94.
Awards from the fund are given for artistic, cultural and scientific projects.

KNUT H. LUND

Businessman and art lover Knut Henrik Lund has been an important
part of the development of shaping our festival and competition, as a
devoted board member of the Chamber Music festival. No one has
been as positively engaged in everything that has been going on in all
these years. He is also a valuable and interested member of the
audience during all the competition rounds and at the festival concerts.
We are very honoured to have his name attached to the festival and
the competition this year and for years to come!

THE CITY OF TRONDHEIM

Trondheim Cultural School is the largest arts and music school in
Norway (with app. 4500 pupils) and, has for over 50 years been the
basis of the great music milieu in town. Through hard work and
never-ending enthusiasm, Kére Opdal, the school s first headmaster,
managed fo convince the city council of the importance of music
education. He infroduced the “mini violin”and “Saturday School”, and
he always encouraged chamber music as an important part of the
student’s education. The present city council and Mayor of Trondheim
are pleased to recognize the importance of chamber music among
young people by making this tribute to Kére Opdal, naming the third
prize after him.
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ABSALON STRING QUARTET
)

(DENMARK/NORWAY/SWEDEN

THERA ORTVED - VIOLIN
ANDREAS LARSEN - VIOLIN
ALVA RASMUSSEN - VIOLA
HEDDA AADLAND - CELLO

Absalon String Quartet is a young Nordic ensemble based in Copenhagen. After their
beginning in the Corona lockdown of 2020, the quartet quickly gained recognition in
Denmark by winning the first edition of the Rued Langgaard competition 2021. In
2023 they won the prestigious Danish Radio Chamber Music Competition, where they
also became an audience favourite and established themselves as one of the country’s
most promising young chamber music groups with their warm sound and their intense
and courageous musical expression. Since then, they've given many concerts in a
large part of Denmark’s concert halls, collaborated with some of the country’s finest
musicians, and taken part in several international competitions.

Currently enrolled in a 2-year chamber music master program at the Robert Schumann
Hochschule in Disseldorf with prof. Eckart Runge (Artemis Quartett), they also receive
regular coaching from prof. Tim Frederiksen at the Royal Danish Academy of Music.
Additionally, the quartet have participated in many masterclasses across Europe, with
organisations such as ECMA and ProQuartet — among others they’ve enjoyed lessons
from Eberhard Feltz, Johannes Meissl, Héleéne Clement (Doric String Quartet), Eugene
Drucker (Emerson Quartet), David Harrington (Kronos Quartet) and all members of
the Danish String Quartet, as well as with renowned composers Missy Mazzoli and
Jessie Montgomery.

QUARTET"S PROGRAMME NOTES FOR THE SECOND ROUND

We've chosen pieces for this program by composers who are all, in their own way,
somehow revolutionary for classical instrumental music, and pieces that we feel mark
a milestone in the development of western music. Coincidenfally, all works on this
program both take their departure and end in unison between the four voices. The
juxtaposition of individual versus collective in string quartet playing is something that
fascinates us and that this program allows us to thoroughly explore, and we also hope
for it to work as a reminder in our turbulent times of the importance of strong and
fearless voices and of standing together, with empathy and compassion, for the values
we believe in.

FIRST ROUND

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: String Quartet No. 15 in
D minor, K. 421

Allegro moderato

Andante

Menuetto. Allegro

Allegretto ma non troppo

Claude Debussy: String Quartet in G minor, Op. 10
Animé et frés décidé

Assez vif et bien rythmé

Andantino, doucement expressif

Trés modéré - En animant peu & peu - Trés mouvementé
et avec passion

SECOND ROUND

Ludwig van Beethoven: String quartet no. 11 in F minor,
op. 95 “Serioso”
Allegro con brio (Mvt.1)

Jessie Montgomery: Source Code

Béla Bartok: String Quartet No. 5
Allegro

Adagio Molto

Scherzo: alle bulgarese

Andante

Finale: Allegro vivace

FINAL
Stdle Kleiberg: A Pastoral Elegy (commission)

Franz Schubert: String Quartet No. 14 “Death and
the Maiden”, Posth.D 810

Allegro

Andante con moto

Scherzo. Allegro molto - Trio

Presto- Prestissimo
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QUARTET AMISTELLA

(JAPAN)

YUKINO NAKAMURA - VIOLIN
KAHO TAKEMOTO - VIOLIN
KAIRI FUSE - VIOLA

KOKORO RYU - CELLO

Quartett Amistella, based in Munich, consists of four promising musicians from Japan.

Founded in November of 2024, they are relatively fresh, but have already showed
great potential by winning a place in the Live Music Now Miinchen scholarships with
their fascinating interpretations and compelling sound, unanimously selected by the
jury.They have captivated many audiences through concerts in Munich, and earned
approvals from Chamber music professors in the University of Music and Theater such
as Raphael Merlin, Dirk Mommerz, and Silke Avenhaus. They have also been invited to
Musique & Flaine Summer Academy with full scholarship, and to perform at the
Chamberfest HMTM. They are right now studying with Prof. Raphael Merlin at the
University of Music and Theater Munich (HMTM), and are planning fo study at the
Chamber Music Academy with Quartor Ebéne.

QUARTET"S PROGRAMME NOTES FOR THE SECOND ROUND

The String Quartet op.13 by Mendelssohn was Quarteft Amistella’s first piece, and it's
what opened up our path as a quartet. The entire piece surrounds a motif from a
quotation of his song ‘Ist es wahr?*. Passionately expressing his youthful love and
heavily influenced by Beethoven's late quartets, it became a bridge between classical
form and romantic expressions. Webern however, is very much focused on creating
something completely new. In these five movements, he builds precisely placed and
interconnected motives info a crystalline texture, creating an unknown effect with an

untraditional musical language. Adés ‘Arcadiana’ ultimately floats in between the two.

the movements flow through a coherent story of idyll, memory and transience; each
referencing an artwork, a composition or a myth. It is a programme that is built with
the hope fo deliver the charm and characteristics of such contrasting styles of music.

FIRST ROUND

Joseph Haydn: String Quartet Op. 33, No. 6 in D major

Vivace Assai
Andante

Scherzo: Allegretto
Finale: Allegretto

Maurice Ravel: String Quartet in F major
Allegro moderato — frés doux

Assez vif - trés rythmé

Trés lent

Vif et agité

SECOND ROUND

Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy: String Quartet No. 2
in A minor, Op. 13
Adagio — Allegro vivace "Ist es wahr?” (Mvt. T)

Anton Webern: Five Movements for String Quartet,
Op.5

Heftig bewegt - Etwas ruhiger

Sehr langsam

Sehr bewegt

Sehr langsam

In zarter Bewegung

Thomas Adés: Arcadiana Op. 12

FINAL
Stdle Kleiberg: A Pastoral Elegy (commission)

Ludwig van Beethoven: String Quartet No. 13 in B
flat major, Op. 130

Adagio, ma non froppo - Allegro

Presto

Andante con moto, ma non troppo. Poco scherzoso
Alla danza tedesca. Allegro assai

Cavatina. Adagio molto espressivo

Finale: Allegro
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e

ERINYS QUARTET

(USA/ESTONIA/LITHUANIA/GREECE)

ELIZABETH STEWART - VIOLIN
JOOSEP REIMAA - VIOLIN
MARIJA RAISANEN -VIOLA
STERGIOS THEODORIDIS - CELLO

Named for the Erinyes (a.k.a.the Furies) from the Greek fragedy Oresteia by Aeschylus,
the Erinys Quartet was founded in 2018 at the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki where
they worked closely with cellist Marko Yiénen. Since Autumn 2023 Erinys has been the
Nina von Maltzahn String Quartet-in-Residence at the Curtis Institute of Music in
Philadelphia, PA (USA).At the Bad T6lz International String Quartet Competition in 2023
they won the Audience Prize Award of the City of Bad T8Iz, and the Esterhdzy Foundation
Special Prize for best interpretation of a Haydn string quartet. They were also awarded
the Bronze Medal Prize at the 2024 Fischoff Competition.

In the 2025 season the Erinys Quartet will present concerts throughout the United
States and Europe, including debuts at the Philadelphia Chamber Music Society and
the Lucerne Festival in Switzerland.They will also be giving concerts around the United
States as part of Curtis on Tour collaborating with pianist Michelle Cann, violist Roberto
Diaz, and cellist Peter Wiley. Since 2021 Erinys Quartet has been supported by Le
Dimore del Quartetto where they are also a part of the European Union-sponsored
MERITA platform. In addition to their studies at Curtis with the Dover Quartet, Erinys is
pursuing a diploma in chamber music at Escuela Superior de Mdsica Reina Sofia in
Madrid, Spain under the tutelage of Professor Glnter Pichler of the Alban Berg Quartet.

QUARTET"S PROGRAMME NOTES FOR THE SECOND ROUND

Hugo Wolf's “Italian Serenade” is one of his rare chamber music works. Characterized
by wit, charm, elegance and operatic drama, this light-hearfed movement serves as
an introduction to this program. Saariaho’s “Terra Memoria” takes us in a fotally
contrasting soundscape. Written for “those departed”, it is a journey through the
memories we have of those who have passed. It is a dark piece, dominated by feelings
of despair, sadness, anguish, but also by a haunted kind of beauty throughout. Bartok’s
third string quartet continues with the motif of darkness and mystery with its infroduction,
but this time we are taken in a different direction: highly lyrical themes and a set of
fiery folk dances, culminating in an explosive coda at the end.

FIRST ROUND

Joseph Haydn: String Quartet No. 31 in B minor,
Op.33 No. 1

Allegro moderato

Scherzo: Allegro di molto

Andante

Finale: Presto

Benjamin Britten: String Quartet No. 2 in C major,
Op. 36

Allegro calmo, senza rigore

Vivace

Chacony: sostenuto

SECOND ROUND
Hugo Wolf: ltalian Serenade

Kaija Saariaho:Terra Memoria

Béla Bartok: String Quartet No. 3

Prima Parte: Moderato

Seconda parte: Allegro

Recapitulazione della prima parte: Moderato
Coda:Allegro molto

FINAL
Stdle Kleiberg: A Pastoral Elegy (commission)

Ludwig van Beethoven: String Quartet No. 12 in
E flat Major, Op. 127

Maestoso - Allegro

Adagio ma non froppo e molto cantabile
Scherzando vivace

Allegro
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QUARTETTO GOLDBERG
)

(CHINA/ITALY

JINGZHI ZHANG - VIOLIN
GIACOMO LUCATO - VIOLIN
MATILDE SIMIONATO - VIOLA
MARTINO SIMIONATO - CELLO

Quartetto Goldberg is winner of the 42nd Abbiati Award of the Italian Critics "Piero
Farulli — best young ensemble”, special prize “Una Vita nella Musica Giovani 2024 of
Teatro La Fenice and first prize at Filippo Nicosia Chamber Music Award 2023. Recently,
they became Artist in Residence at the Queen Elisabeth Music Chapel in Bruxelles,
joining Miguel da Silva and Corina Belcea’s class and a Resident Ensemble at the
Escuela Superior de Musica Reina Sofia in Madrid under the guide of GUnfer Pichler.

The Goldberg was “Artist in Residence” of Fondazione Sociefd dei Concerti di Milano
2022/2023 andTicino Festival 2022.They took part at the Paris Nuit du Quatuor 2022,
Verdio Classico and Musique a Flaine.They also had concerts in Morocco, Saudi Arabia
and Finland.The Goldbergs will record two new CD albums sponsored by Filo di Note
music label and Da Vinci Publishing with string quartets by Mozart, Ravel and Brahms.
The quartet is part of MERITA platform and Le Dimore del Quartetto, of which it was
Ensemble of the Year 2022. Quartetto Goldberg was founded in 2021, af the Stauffer
Academy with Quartetto di Cremona. Their name is a tribute to J. S. Bach’s Variations,
a piece that deeply binds the four members and expresses the key ideals of their
music-making: refinement, simplicity and communicativeness.

QUARTET"S PROGRAMME NOTES FOR THE SECOND ROUND

BACH: A Spiritual Compass through Music.

At the heart of this program lies the name B-A-C-H—not just a cryptic musical motif,
but a compass. A spiritual axis through which Western music orients itself in four
expressive qualities: each finds voice in a composer who, in dialogue with Bach’s
legacy, reshapes the musical map. B - Bold: Crisp and structured with confidence,
Beethoven opens the journey not in volume, but in clarity of purpose. A — Ardent:
Mendelssohn burns with elegant infensity. Romantic, yet shaped by reverence for
Bach’s spirit. C — Contemplative: Gubaidulina treats the motif with mystical stillness,
her music breathes between the notes. H — Hypnotic: Schulhoff enchants with rhythm
and ritual, dances hovering between play and obsession.

FIRST ROUND

J. Haydn: String Quartet No. 61 in D minor, Op. 76 No. 2

Allegro

Andante | pit tosto allegretto
Menuetto. Allegro ma non-troppo
Vivace assai

Dmitri Shostakovich: String Quartet No. 10 Op. 118
Andante

Allegretto furioso

Adagio

Allegretto — Andante

SECOND ROUND

Ludwig van Beethoven: String Quartet Op. 18 No. 5
Allegro (Mvt. 1)
Menuetto (Mvt. 2)

Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy: String Quartet
Op. 44 No 2.

Allegro assai appassionato. (Mvt. T)
Scherzo:Allegro di molto (Mvt. 2)

Sofia Gubaidulina: Refiections on the Theme B-A-C-H

Erwin Schulhoff: Five Pieces for String Quartet
Alla Valse Viennese

Alla Serenata

Alla Czeca

Alla Tango Milonga

Alla Tarantella

FINAL
Stdle Kleiberg: A Pastoral Elegy (commission)

Ludwig van Beethoven: String Quartet No. 11 in F
minor Op. 95 “Serioso”

Allegro con brio

Allegretto ma non froppo - attaca subito

Allegro assai vivace ma serioso — Piul allegro
Larghetto egpressivo — Allegretto agitato — Allegro




13™ TRONDHEIM INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER MUSIC COMPETITION

HESPER QUARTET

(SOUTH KOREA/USA)

VALERIE KIM - VIOLIN
YE JIN YOON - VIOLIN
SOHUIYUN - VIOLA

CONNOR KIM - CELLO

The Hesper Quartet, based in New York City, takes ifs name from Hesperus, the “evening
star” and Greek mythological personification of Venus in the early night sky, capturing
our roles as leaders and storytellers. In 2024, the Hesper Quartet swept silver medals at
the Chesapeake International Chamber Music Competition, Fischoff National Chamber
Music Competition, Lyon International String Quartet Competition, and the Yellow Springs
Chamber Music Competition.They were also awarded the *Special Prize of Encouragement”
by the Artsylvia Foundation in South Korea. In 2023, the Hespers were awarded first
prize at the Fanny Mendelssohn International Competition, the Servaas Infernational
Music Competition, and were selected for the Lauren V. Ackerman Prize at Stony Brook
University.

Summer festival appearances include the Great Lakes Chamber Music Festival in 2023
and 2024, the McGill International String Quartet Academy, and the St. Lawrence String
Quartet Seminar.They have performed at many venues including Stanford University’s Bing
Concert Hall, Capitol Theatre Windsor, Staller Center for the Arts, Temple Beth El, and the
JeJu Cultural Arts Center in South Korea and have had the pleasure of collaborating with
renowned artists such as Chiho Han, Lawrence Dutfon, Hsin-Yun Huang, Peter Wiley, and
Shai Wosner.The Hesper Quartet was formed in 2023 at Stony Brook University’s Emerson
String Quartet Institute.

QUARTET"S PROGRAMME NOTES FOR THE SECOND ROUND

Our program exhibits the role humor plays in providing relief, renewed perspective and
discovery via disruption. We begin with Benjamin Britten’s exuberant journey through
the ethereal and earthly, from untouchably timeless to heartily rhythmicized. In“Glitter,
Doom, Shards, Memory,” Shulamit Ran juxtaposes the humane and grotesque, lonesome
and collective, and creative and destructive forces in her remembrance of artists who
sought to make art even in the face of utter loss and devastation. Jérg Widmann turns
fo the “inexhaustible reservoir”in his third Beethoven study, reinventing the behemoth’s
own reinventions with the utmost brevity and absurdity. The punchline is delivered by
Franz Joseph Haydn, the father of wit and the string quartet, in his iconic finale of “The
Joke.”
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FIRST ROUND

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: String Quartet No. 19 in C
major K.465 “Dissonance”

Adagio - Allegro

Andante cantabile

Menuetto. Allegro

Allegro molto

Béla Bartok: String Quartet no 3

Prima Parte: Moderato

Seconda parte: Allegro

Recapitulazione della prima parte: Moderato
Coda:Allegro molto

SECOND ROUND

Benjamin Britten: String Quartet No. 1 in D major, Op. 25
Andante sostenuto — Allegro vivo (Mvt. T)
Allegro con slancio (Mvt. 2)

Shulamit Ran: String Quartet No. 3 “Glitter, Doom,
Shards, Memory”

That which happened (Mvt. 1)

Menace (Mvt. 2)

Jorg Widmann: String Quartet No. 8

Allegro con brio

Variationen tber Beethovens “Alla danza tedesca” (Op. 130/4)
Rondo: Prestissimo

Joseph Haydn: String Quartet in E-flat major, Op. 33
No. 2 "The Joke”
Finale: Presto (Mvt. 4)

FINAL
Stdle Kleiberg: A Pastoral Elegy (commission)

Ludwig van Beethoven: String Quartet No. 8 in E minor,

Op. 59 No. 2
Allegro

Molto adagio
Allegretto
Finale, Presto
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QUARTET KAIRI

(JAPAN/CHINA)

TAIGA SASAKI - VIOLIN
YU MITA - VIOLIN
JILIANG SHI - VIOLA
HOTAKA SAKAI - CELLO

The Quartet KAIRI is a Salzburg-based string quartet currently studying under Professor
Rainer Schmidt (Hagen Quartett) and Professor Cibran Sierra Vazquez (Cuarteto
Quiroga) at the Universitét Mozarteum Salzburg. They began working as an ensemble
during their studies at the Tokyo College of Music under the guidance of professor
Saiko Azuma. January 2024, the quartet was invited to collaborate with the Salzburg
Marionette Theatre during the *“Mozartwoche”. Additionally, they were also part of the
Fuji Mountain Music Festival, during which they performed with clarinettist Peter
Schmidl from the Vienna Philharmonic. In Fall 2024, the Quartet KAIRI won first prize
at the Infernational Competition “Premio Annarosa Taddei™ in Rome. They also received
second prize (first prize not awarded) at the Japan Classical Music Competition in Tokyo.

They have participated in numerous masterclasses by renowned artists such as Giinter
Pichler during the Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival and Jonathan Brown atf the Guadix
International String Quartet Seminar. The word “Kairi” (Japanese) can be translated
as a sea mile.The name of the quartet represents the strong will fo cross human and
musical boundaries of the sea and land in order fo make music accessible to everyone
despite of one’s background. They strongly believe in the universality of the musical
language that can be “spoken” and understood by each and every one of us.

QUARTET"S PROGRAMME NOTES FOR THE SECOND ROUND

Kajaku — The Stillness That Remains. In the Japanese Buddhist set of mind, Kajaku
is the stiliness that unfolds when we recognize that all things pass. Not silence as void
— but silence as presence. This programme begins there. Gubaidulina offers sound
as prayer, fragile and spacious. Shostakovich leaves behind a voice efched info absence.
Beethoven sings of healing in fones that glow more than speak. We come from cultures
where what surrounds the sound is just as vital as the sound itself. As musicians from
Japan and China, we share a deep sensitivity to silence, space, and what is left unsaid.
In the spaces between, feeling breathes. Memory listens.Time begins fo blur.And when
the final sound fades, something remains. Not an ending — but a return fo Kajaku.

FIRST ROUND

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: String Quartet No. 21
in D major K. 575

Allegretto

Andante

Menuetto: Allegretto

Allegretto

Leo$ Jandé&ek: String Quartet No. 1
Adagio — Con moto

Con moto

Con moto - Vivo - Andante

Con moto - (Adagio) - Pit mosso

SECOND ROUND
Sofia Gubaidulina: Reflections on the Theme B-A-C-H

Dmitri Shostakovich: String Quartet No.8 in C
minor Op.110

Largo

Allegro molto

Allegretto

Largo

Largo

Ludwig van Beethoven: String Quartet No.15 in A
minor Op.132

Molto adagio — Andante, "Heiliger Dankgesang eines
Genesenen an die Gottheit, in der lyrischen Tonart” (Mvt. 3)

FINAL
Stdle Kleiberg: A Pastoral Elegy (commission)

Franz Schubert: String Quartet No. 14 “Death and
the Maiden”, Posth.D 810

Allegro

Andante con moto

Scherzo. Allegro molto — Trio

Presto — Prestissimo

1
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MODULOR QUARTET

(GERMANY/SWITZERLAND/MALAYSIA)

GREGOR HANSSLER - VIOLIN
BEATRICE HARMON - VIOLIN
JOHANNA TUSCHER - VIOLA
NIGEL THEAN - CELLO

Founded in 2019, the Modulor Quartet has performed at the Davos Festival, the St.
Galler Festspiele, the Swiss Chamber Music Festival, the quatres saisons festival
Lausanne, the Rottweil Sommersprossen Musikfestival, at Kammermusik Luzern and
the Braunwald Chamber Music Week. The young musicians are coached by Rainer
Schmidt and Anna Gebert af the Basel Academy of Music and have attended master-
classes with Eberhard Feltz, Robert Levin and Florian Donderer. In addition to classical
reperfoire, the Modulor Quartet is dedicated fo contfemporary music and interdisciplinary
projects with dance and architecture. The quartet's name pays respect to Swiss architect
Le Corbusier’s theory of architectural proportions - the golden ratio. In 2021 the
quartet won 2nd prize at the Orpheus Chamber Music Competition in Fribourg, 1st
prize at the 2022 Kiwanis Competition in Zurich and in 2023 was awarded the main
prize of the Lucerne-based Marianne and Curt Dienemann Foundation. The Modulor
Quartet was nominated for the Prix Credit Suisse Jeunes Solistes 2023 and qualified
for the 2021 Infernational Bartok Competition in Budapest, the 2023 International
Musicians Seminar in Prussia Cove (UK), the 2023 Carl Nielsen Chamber Music
Competition (DK) as well as the 77th Concours de Genéve 2023.The Modulor Quartet
has recently joined the European Chamber Music Academy (ECMA) and the international
chamber music platform MERITA.

QUARTET’S PROGRAMME NOTES FOR THE SECOND ROUND

Chiaroscuro? Chiaro e scuro! In this program, we'd like to focus on ‘light and dark':
chiaro e scuro. Rooted in 16th century vocal polyphony, Purcell’s Fantasies offer a
sublime palette of traditional chiaroscuro, a painting technique devised in the
Renaissance period. Starkly contrasting in harmony and affect, some parts are bathed
in glistening light while others seem to have fallen info a gloomy abyss. Gubaidulina’s
Theme on B-A-C-H acts as a highly spiritual palate cleanser, both technically and
historically. In her take on Bach, light and dark are indistinguishable - the music
becomes a fragment of a memory past. Finally, Ravel, the master of impressionism,
makes use of chiaro e scuro by evoking fleeting nuances of light, shade and everything
in between. Out of silence emerges sound, out of darkness emerges light — and, one
day, Leonard Cohen will sing:*There’s a crack in everything.That's how the light gets in.”
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FIRST ROUND

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: String Quartet No. 19 in C
major K.465,"Dissonance”

Adagio - Allegro

Andante cantabile

Menuetto. Allegro

Allegro molto

Béla Bartok: String Quartet No. 5
Allegro

Adagio molto

Scherzo: alla bulgarese

Andante

Finale: Allegro vivace

SECOND ROUND

Henry Purcell: Fantasias
No. 6 in F major, Z. 737
No. 8 in D minor, Z.739

Sofia Gubaidulina: Refiections on the Theme B-A-C-H

Maurice Ravel: String Quartet in f major, op. 35
Allegro moderato. Trés doux

Assez vif.Tres rythmé

Trés lent

Vif et agité

FINAL
Stdle Kleiberg: A Pastoral Elegy (commission)

Ludwig van Beethoven: String Quartet No. 13 in B
flat major, Op. 130

Adagio, ma non troppo — Allegro

Presto

Andante con moto, ma non troppo. Poco scherzoso
Alla danza tedesca. Allegro assai

Cavatina. Adagio molto espressivo

Finale: Allegro
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MONBIJOU QUARTET

(SWEDEN)

MARCUS BACKERUD - VIOLIN
ALEXANDER HENCZ CHOJECKI - VIOLIN
OSCAR EDIN - VIOLA

KRISTIAN HENCZ CHOJECKI - CELLO

The Monbijou Quartet has quickly gained a reputation as one of Scandinavia’s most
promising young quartets since they formed in the autumn of 2022. Soon after their
first performances they won the Swedish Chamber Music Competition (Ung & Lovande)
2023.That same year they were finalists in the Szymanowski International Music
Competition and won a prize for best performance of a contemporary piece. In the
autumn 2024 they had a tour of Sweden, giving over 30 concerts spanning the whole
country.

The Monbijou Quartet has participated in masterclasses with Cuerteto Quiroga,
Jerusalem Quartet, Johannes Marmén from the Marmen Quartet and members from
the Danish String Quartet. At the moment they are studying the string quartet diploma
program in the Royal Danish Academy of Music with prof. Tim Frederiksen.

QUARTET"S PROGRAMME NOTES FOR THE SECOND ROUND

This programme explores the complexity and versatility of the fugue. We begin with
Johann Sebastian Bach’s Art of the Fugue. The piece was originally written as four
individual voices and notf necessarily for any instruments.The abstractness in this work
becomes franscendental much like Sofia Gubaidulina’s Reflections on the Theme
B-A-C-H. In this piece Gubaidulina writes an extension of the unfinished Art of the

Fugue, with heart-wrenching intensity. Through the ghostly sound world that she paints,

you can hear the motives of Bach. The programme concludes with Beethoven's
Grosse Fuge, a fowering and unconventional fugue that pushes the form fo ifs expressive
limits. Together, these works trace the fugue’s evolution across centuries—timeless,
fransformative, and endlessly inventive.

FIRST ROUND

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: String Quartet No. 14 in G
Major “Spring”, K 387

Allegro vivace assai

Menuetto

Andante cantabile

Molto allegro

Claude Debussy: String Quartet in G minor, Op. 10
mé et trés décidé

Assez vif et bien rythmé

Andantino, doucement expressif

Trés modéré - En animant peu @ peu - Trés mouvementé
et avec passion

SECOND ROUND

Johann Sebastian Bach: Die Kunst der Fuge
Confrapunctus |

Confrapunctus IX

Confrapunctus XIV

Sofia Gubaidulina: Refiections on the Theme B-A-C-H

Ludwig van Beethoven: Grosse Fuge Op. 133

FINAL
Stdle Kleiberg: A Pastoral Elegy (commission)

Beethoven, Ludwig van: No. 7 in F major, Op. 59
Allegro

Allegretto vivace e mesto - attacca

Théme Russe

TICC.NO
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MOTUS QUARTET

(NETHERLANDS/CROATIA/USA/HUNGARY)

TIM DE VRIES - VIOLIN

KARLA KRIZ - VIOLIN

ERIN PITTS - VIOLA

DOMONKOS HARTMANN - CELLO

The Motus Quartet was founded in October 2022. They met during their studies in
Vienna, where the quartet currently studies with Johannes Meiss! at the University for
Music and Performing Arts Vienna (mdw).The quartet is also privileged to have worked
with composer Gyrgy Kurtdg on various pieces including his own composition , 12
Microludes for string quartet, Op. 13”. Most recently, the quartet has been awarded
the first prize and the special prize for the best inferpretation of an early classical work
at the 10th International Joseph Joachim Chamber Music Competition and was
awarded two prizes at the International Summer Academy of the mdw: the Artis
Quartet Award and the Viennese Classicism Award. The Motus Quartet takes part in
ECMA (European Chamber Music Academy) and Musethica sessions all over Europe.
The Motus Quartet has given debut concerts at the Konzerthaus Vienna, the Musikverein
Vienna and the Amsterdam Concertgebouw, with their Wigmore Hall debut scheduled
for January 2026. Recent concert engagements brought the ensemble fo most of
Europe, Asia, Africa and North America. Tim de Vries performs on a violin made by
Lorenzo Storioni (Cremona, 1793). Karla KriZ plays on a composite Andrea Guarneri
violin (Cremona, C17th). Domonkos Hartmann plays on a cello made by Raffaele and
Anfonio Gagliano (Napels, 1850).

QUARTET"S PROGRAMME NOTES FOR THE SECOND ROUND

From Haydn to Shaw: Conversations across centuries.As a Viennese quartet, we couldn’t
leave Haydn out from a signature program of ours. As the groundbreaking pioneer of
the genre, he also provided a foundation for many composers fo follow. One of them
is Caroline Shaw, whose work “Entr'acte” draws inspiration from the Menuet and Trio
of Haydn’s last complete string quartet. Beethoven strongly relates to Haydn, pushing
the musical discourse further into the subjective and idealistic. His string quartet
oeuvre — culminating in his late quartets — also inspired and challenged generations
of composers, and the Lento assai from his last quartet particularly holds a special
place in our hearts. Fascinated by Beethoven’s late quartets, Bartok pushes the boun-
daries of compositional techniques, combining complex modernist writing with folk
elements. In its short conciseness, his third string quartet easily bridges the past and
the future. Our program thus provides multiple conversations across centuries!
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FIRST ROUND

Joseph Haydn: Quartet No. 26 in G minor, Op. 20 No. 3
Allegro con spirito

Minuetto: Allegretto

Poco Adagio

Finale: Allegro di molfo

Robert Schumann: String Quartet Op. 41 No. 1 in A minor
Introduzione: Andante espressivo

Scherzo: Presto

Adagio

Presto

SECOND ROUND

Joseph Haydn: String Quartet in F major, Op. 77 No. 2
Allegro moderatfo (Mvt. 1)
Menuet. Presto (Mvt. 2)

Caroline Shaw: Entr'acte

Ludwig van Beethoven: String Quartet in F major,
Op. 135 No. 16
Lento assai e cantante tranquillo (Mvt.3)

Béla Bartok: String Quartet No. 3

Prima Parte: Moderato

Seconda parte: Allegro

Recapitulazione della prima parte: Moderato
Coda:Allegro molto

FINAL
Stdle Kleiberg: A Pastoral Elegy (commission)

Franz Schubert: String Quartet No. 14 “Death and
the Maiden”, Posth.D 810

Allegro

Andante con moto

Scherzo. Allegro molto — Trio

Presto — Prestissimo



23 - 27 SEPTEMBER 2025

QUARTETTO PEGREFFI

(ITALY/ROMANIA)

EMMA PARMIGIANI - VIOLIN
INESA BALTATESCU - VIOLIN
EMANUELE RUGGERO - VIOLA
LORENZA BALDO - CELLO

Formed in 2023, Quartetto Pegreffi is one of the most promising young groups on the
Italian Chamber Music scene.The name pays tribute to violinist Elisa Pegreffi, second
violinist of the Quartetto Italiano, with a goal fo preserve and represent the modern
Italian String Quartet tradition. They won the Amici della Musica di Verona Prize 2024
and in 2023 are students of Cuarteto Casals and Heime Miller at the Scuola di Musica
di Fiesole, receiving the “Ciampi” scholarship for the best Chamber Music group. The
quartet was selected to participate in the 2024 Fiesole session of the European
Chamber Music Academy (ECMA).The Quartet achieved a second level Master's degree
in Chamber Music with highest marks, honours and honourable mention. They are
currently attending the “Ebéne Quartet Academy” in Miinchen, as well as the Chamber
Music course at the Musikhochschule Libeck with Heime Miiller and the Accademia
Stauffer di Cremona with the Quartetto di Cremona.The ensemble performs frequently
for major ltalian music associations. Since December 2023 they are part of Le Dimore
del Quartetto, through which they have performed in the concert series promoted by
the Comitato Amur “Musica con Vista.” They are also a member of *Music con le Ali,”
which promotes the most outstanding Italian emerging chamber groups. They will also
play at the Brahms Festival in Liibeck.

QUARTET"S PROGRAMME NOTES FOR THE SECOND ROUND

“L'amor che move il sole e I'altre stelle” (The love that moves the sun and the other
stars) Dante wrote in his Paradiso and entrusted this feeling with the power fo rule the
whole universe. This programme addresses precisely the empirical process of
sublimating Love through music, transforming unexpressed impulses into a new
manifestation of our inner world. The Old Song That Stuck in My Head by Braske
re-elaborates a song in which love is projected into the afterlife. Jandcek’s “Intimate
Letters”is a vivid portrait of his impossible love for Kamila Stosslovd, his muse, marked
by a fragmented structure that amplifies itfs emotional yearning. Webern’s Langsamer
Satz is a lyrical and contemplative composition, inspired by his affection for his wife,
which transforms his emotions into a romantic and affectionate musical flow.

FIRST ROUND

Ludwig van Beethoven: String Quartet Op. 18 No. 1
in F major

Allegro con brio

Adagio

Scherzo

Allegro

Maurice Ravel: String Quartet in F major
Allegro moderato - frés doux

Assez vif - trés rythmé

Trés lent

Vif et agité

SECOND ROUND
Trygve Braske:The Old Song That Stuck in My Head

Leo$ Jandéek: String Quartet No. 2 “Intimate Letters”
Andante — Con moto - Allegro

Adagio - Vivace

Moderato —Andante — Adagio

Allegro — Andante -Adagio

Anton Webern: Langsamer Satz

FINAL
Stdle Kleiberg: A Pastoral Elegy (commission)

Franz Schubert: String Quartet No. 14 “Death and
the Maiden”, Posth.D 810

Allegro

Andante con moto

Scherzo. Allegro molto — Trio

Presto — Prestissimo

TICC.NO
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THE JURY

Levon Chilingirian
Leader of the jury

Chilingirian is Professor of violin and chamber music at both
the Royal Academy of Music and the Guildhall School of
Music and Drama in London. His career began with winning
the BBC Beethoven (1969) and the ARD Munich International
(1971) Competitions. In September 1971, the Chilingirian
Quartet was formed and established a world-wide reputation
for its much-praised interpretations of classical, romantic,
and confemporary repertoire. He is honoured fo be the leader
of the Trondheim Quartet Competition since its establishment.

Asbjorn Ngrgaard

One of the leading classical Danish musicians of his
generation, who has distinguished himself over the years as
a soloist, chamber musician, orchestral musician and teacher.
Asbjern is a founding member of the Danish String Quartet,
with whom he has received many awards and accolades,
most recently the Musical America Ensemble of the Year and
the Leonie Sonning’s Music Prize.The Danish String Quartet
won first prize in TICC 2005.

Bjorg Lewis

One of the leading Norwegian cellists with a remarkable
career as soloist and chamber musician. Co-founder of the
Vertavo Quartet that celebrated 40 years anniversary in 2024.
Founder of the Vertavo festival in 2016 and the Midsummer
Music in Great Britain in 2009 together with her hushand,
pianist Paul Lewis. Bjerg and the Vertavo Quartet have been
visiting TICC and the festival on a regular basis since the
beginning in 1996.

Cam Kjall

An internationally sought after chamber musician, soloist and
concert master. After many years as concert master at the
Norwegian Opera & Ballet followed by engagement as concert
master at Luzern Symphony Orchestra, they have an active
career as guest concert master all over the world. 1st concert
master af Trondheim Symphony Orchestra since 2024 and
professor at NTNU University.

Minna Pensola

Violinist Minna Pensola is known as an intense performer, invi-
gorating soloist and energetic orchestra leader.As an inspiring
fellow musician and teacher she is a regular guest at many
international chamber music festivals. Pensola is a member of
the award-winning string quartet Meta4, teaches chamber
music at the European Chamber Music Academy (ECMA) and
violin at the Sibelius Academy.

Radovan Vlatkovié

The Croatian horn player is one of the world’s leading
instrumentalists. He has won numerous prizes in international
competitions, including the ARD in Munich in 1983. He was
awarded an Honorary Membership of the Royal Academy of
Music in 2014 and feaches at the Salzburg Mozarteum and
Julliard Academy in New York.

Tomas Djupsjébacka

Since winning the second prize in the Turku National Cello
Competition in 1998, he has been soloist with orchestras in
Finland as well as abroad. He is @ member of the string quartet
Meta4. The ensemble is a quartet-in-residence at the Kuhmo
Chamber Music Festival since 2009, was the arfistic director of
the Oulunsalo Music Festival 2008-2011 as well as the BBC
Young Generation Artist in 2008-2010.
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“ Visual artist Eigil Nordstram was
i ﬁ‘* born in Trondheim in 1991. He
P g ¢ 4 studied Fine Art at The Art Aca-
‘ 2 ' " ol ol demy in London, and completed
: T _ his Masters degree at City &

d : Guilds of London Art School in

2014, affer which he was awar-
ded the inaugural Art Gemini
Prize. He attended the Turps

“A Pastoral Elegy” for string quartet by Stdle Kleiberg / b : ji Studio Programme for two
: o) years, while lecturing on the
Stdle Kleiberg is o major Norwegian composer with a considerable inferna- ) Tl Bachelor programme in Fine
tional reputation. His music is widely performed in Norway and abroad, and is L4s : 4 ol Arts atThe Art Academy for eight
mostly commissioned by well-established orchestras, ensembles and perfor- : : ‘ years. Nordstram has had seve-
mers.The many published recordings of his music have received outstanding A - W ral solo exhibitions, including at
international reviews. Kleiberg’s music is characterised by a highly distinctive 6 Y b Unit G Gallery and The Stone
form of extended tonality and by meticulous attention fo coloristic details.This i ik A / Space in London and Galleri
is especially the case in his orchestral works. His innovatory approach, formal 5 g ol Ismene in Trondheim.
command and technical mastery are not least apparent in his extensive : / 7
chamber music oeuvre. 7 Nordstrgm has an upcoming

; ; solo presentation titled “Alt skal

Kleiberg is Professor of Music at the Norwegian University. : " 7 4 males fil stev” (Grind it all to

1Y ' ; By b dust), at Kjgpmannsgata Ung

Stdle Kleiberg s string quartet “A Pastoral Elegy” is commissioned by TICC and 5 oA ; Kunst in Trondheim. On display

premieres in the Final Saturday 27 September in three unique interpretations 4 ; e from 17 October to 4 January
by the competition finalists in the Freemason Hall. The best interpretfation is 7 : 2026.

awarded the Commission Prize of € 250 by the TICC jury. /
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Belcea Quartet | Cuarte ngegard Quartet | Qua 1e

| Malion Quartett | Chiaroscuro Quartet | Maxwell Qua

Pavel Haas Quartet| Quatuor Van Kuijk | PUBLIQuartet | Marme eon

| Animato Kwartet | Belinfante Quartet | Attacca Quartet | Slgnum Quartett |
Chaos String Quartet | ADAM Quartet | North Sea String Quartet | Opus13 Quartet

24-31January 2026




€

‘The International
Grie

Edvard Grieg

Piano Compelition

3

PRINCESS ASTRID

International Music Competition

—
S QUEEN SONJA
mSe= SINGING

= COMPETITION

Princess Astrid International Trondheim Internation: Y b % Queen Sonja The International Edvard Grieg

Music Competition Chamber Music Acader i ] Singing Competition Piano Competition

Trondheim Tro]{dheirn - Oslo

24-27 August 2026 | conducting 2-27 September 2026 | | { 2 August 2027 Next competition TBA
ippllcatwn deadline 20 April 2026 o 3

Bergen

PARTNERS

e
Trondelag S0 Talent N Ml Talent Trondheim
n Kulturtanken E TRONDHEIM MUNICIPALITY County Authority .\,/Q &s alent Norge Pl 2 ent Troncheim K. H. Lund
1

Norwegian Ministry NTNU ///WORLD woranon Dt norske

of Culture and Equali .
quality Norweglan University of OF INTERNATIONAL kom poni stfond
Science and Technology MUSIC COMPETITIONS

M
.’ Deutschland S Amereytige rona ERBO Jk %

GAVEFOND amadeus.tv

MAIN SPONSORS TRONDHEIM CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL CONCERT ENGAGEMENT PARTNERS

Strijkkwartet OSLO sqba.nl

i it QUARTET enhagen )

* REKLAMEBYRA % REITAN == Rﬁ&%ﬁam —EmE ele:T)l 1 kvartettserien.no
copenhagensummerfestival.dk

e bk-musikk.no
B KAM
. SINTEF SpareBasrr!nkN kammermusikk FEST kamfest.no
forening



TICC ONTHE ROAD:

REGIONAL
CONCERTS

19.00
THAMSPAVILJONGEN,
ORKANGER

19.00
KULTURBURET,
FROSTA

KL 12.00
LEVANGER KULTURKIRKE

KL 12.00
GAMLE HELSET GARD

KL 13.00
KIMEN KULTURHUS,
STJORDAL

Supported by Trandelag County Municipality,
Norwegian Ministry of Culture and ASAF.

YHAGINYINTY MH *

TICC

LIVE

Amadeus.tv /
YouTube
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